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Jail suicide studied for third interim

One of the many issues examined by the Law and Justice Interim Committee (LJIC) during the
past 18 months was the issue of how to better protect individuals held in county detention
facilities from committing suicide. The 2011-2012 interim is the third interim that the UIC has
examined thisissue.

Expert testimony and information provided

At its December 16, 2011, meeting, the LJIC received a presentation from Ms. Connie Milligan
and Mr. Ray Sabbatine, who are nationally-recognized for their work in Kentucky, where they
were able to achieve an 80% reduction in the state's jail suicide rate. The presentation
explaining the components of the Kentucky statewide service delivery system is attached.

The UIC received additional testimony and requested information from various interested
parties and stakeholders, including the Montana Sheriffs' and Peace Officers' Association, the
Montana Association of Counties, the Montana Law Enforcement Academy, the Montana
Board of Crime Control (MBCC), NAMI-MT, the ACLU, the State Suicide Prevention Coordinator
in the Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS), Community Mental Health
Centers, and other interested law enforcement officers and mental health professionals.

Committee decided to draft two bills

The LJIC voted unanimously to request the drafting of two committee bills to address the jail
suicide issue, one bill to focus on a statewide effort and the other to establish a pilot project.
During the course of further deliberations, the two bills developed as one (HB 43) to
coordinate a state-funded effort under the auspices of DPHHS and the other (HB 69) to provide
for a cost-sharing approach administered as a grant program under the auspices of the MBCC
with state funding coming from fees rather than the general fund. Rep. MacDonald agreed to
sponsor HB 43 and Rep. Lavin (on behalf of Rep. More) agreed to sponsor the HB 69, with the
majority of committee members voting to send both bills to the full legislature.
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Error resulted in switched bill sponsors

Unfortunately, due to a technical oversight, the pre-introduction letters for the two bills were
switched and Rep. Lavin and Rep. MacDonald pre-introduced each other's bills. This situation
cannot now be remedied, except that each bill is co-sponsored by the other member so that
the co-sponsor can carry the correct bill on behalf of the UIC.

More information

Further information about the UIC's activities related to jail suicide prevention is available a
the available at www.leg.mt.gov/ljic or by contacting Sheri Scurr (Room 136 C of the Capitol,
444-3596, or sscurr@mt.gov).




RY ‘s Statewide Menial Healin
Service Delivery System

Montana’s
Law and Justice Committee
December 16, 2011

.A
\\\‘ Connie Milligan, LCSW
Ray Sabbatine, MA
Bluegrass Regional MH-MR Board

Model of Partnership.
Handshake between Jails and Mental Health

Using technology to connect
Mental Health providers to Jails

Goal — reduce MH risk and
negative outcomes

Offers a state wide solution

Successfully implemented in KY
for 7 years

Funded through an increase in
court cost = free service for Jails
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L ing Questions
L] M e d l c a I . Do you have a serious medical condition that may require attention while
you are here? !t yes, refer (o medica? staff
X Are you currently taking a prescription medication that may need
continuation while you are here? If yes, refer to medical staff
L) M t I h a Ith Do you have a serious mental heatih condition that may need attention
ental he
- -
-Suicid
uiciae
*Subst b
upstance abuse

while you are here? If yes, calt crisis line,

. Mave you recently taken or been pi ication for
problems? If yes, refer 1o medical staff

Have you been itatized for jonal

yes, call crisis lina.

Have you ever attempled suicide? If yes, catl crisis lin

. Are you currently thinking about suicide? i yes, ¢ait crisis line,

Have you recantly Ingested potentially dangerous levels of drugs and

alcohot? If yes, refer to medical staff

Have you ever experienced DTs or ofher serious withdrawal from drugs or

alcohol? If yes, refer to medical staff

within the Jasi year? I

© BNe 0 & @ N

° 10. Have you ever had a closed head injury that resulted In a permanent
disabllity? If yes, refef to medicat staff

11.Do you have learning or other disability that wil impact your ability to

understand instruclions while you are hera? If yes, refet to custody

supervisor.
* 42, Are you aware of any reason you should be separated trom another
inmate while you are here? I yes, refer to custody supervisor.,
13. Have you ever required separation fror another inmate while incarograted

= in another facility? §f yes, refer to custody supervisor.
L] I S re a e to 14.Do you understand thal you may request 2 health care provider at any
fime while you are here?
15. Have you understood all the questions thai | have asked you? If no, refer
1o custody supervisor.

c h a r e 16. Have you provided Lis with all the information that you want us to be aware
of while you are here?

17, Does the screening officer feel Ihat the arrestee is capable of
undeistanding ali the questions asked? I ro, call the crisis line if
related to mental health, suicide, MR, ABi or in combination with
substance abuse.

18, Does this arresiee have any institutional history of aierts? Call the crisis
line if the alens are related to mental health, suicidal, MR, or ABI.
Notify custody supervisof or medical sfaff for other alerts.

19.Does this screening officer feel that his amesfes should be referred to a
supervisor for review? If yes, notily immediately.

20, 1s there any indication that the arrestee s reacting so negalively toward
their charge thatl ey may engage in sell harming hehavior? {if yes call
the crisis line.}

Institutional Alert Files

Risk Alert File

STEPETAK, JAMES E

This inmate has an Alert entered for the following areas:

Protective Custody Mental Health
Escape f High Risk Medical H

Institutional Behavior Problems = Suicidal ®

Reference Incident(s) Dated:

Hatitually attempts to intimidate; out of POJ wCMDR escort only

Date Entered: RN Entered By: HCCTTREL




+0QZIET/L R0 zi0pebey  OUTTRSE

ey

. G
SRR
|

il

RGO ARSIV

SNOUYOIOEN LNTHMND

SNOLLYZITVLIGSOH
Bl 001 T P e B ol
TO50a5N BV e OB v 5] BINIRRGS GaHI0
WBHIO
{ J uzanowd xu e ansndn
SAISNOILY TR DNILONUNGD BSNBIN
£3SN8Y AONVISBNS INFHIND AHIHL S) SN SN TIGHLNGD AL NG
WAOUOSIQ SSTULE TUUVANVEL 1803} WATIVAL ) NOLLYZINADIA 4O AHO1SIH NOLLVIIOW T35
NOLLVEG! TVCIOWWOM SALEONMIS3Q 4138
MBHIO WBRLO NIHIO
NOARVANOD03NH SOOON3Y NOSSIUJAN OLNI STIIAD INBIDAA TYNOSHIA 50 OV
HOFIAS GAZINYOUO: NOUVEEV HOIONOHOASH ALIAILOY Ni JSFUILNE 20 OV
SINBWIAOW MVI¥103d GIFTS HOX UIIN GRSVANORQ HOAW-CO1 SNIJITS HO ONIGITIS 10N
SNOISHIEU ALY mu.ovmﬁao AOOA DNSTAEN
SIS O ONDIVL LHONOHL BNIDVY N0 VBGI 30 LHEIT NOWVLIDY HO NOLYOHVLT HOL0N
SONIML ONIBVIH HOONEIE YIS NVHL SALVICL Loon 17O AAEEI0NS
b SLHONOHI, ASOIINYIO QOO (BSSTUIA
VINVH NOBITIET

Anosw sswid [ (S

"NNOHIOW
5&“?;?6 YNLIdVJ'g . BOUYHD Advitid
‘ LR L) { 1 BOQ
1 P11 ] NSS INYN $10308NS
i ADNIOY FNVM SUITVO
e 4 TP ]swaa FNYN SHIDVL TIVO




Responsibility of the Jail, based upon risk level

Options

HOUSING

OBSERVATION

PROPERTY

CRITICAL

Restraint
Chair

HIGH

Single Safe
Cell

MODERATE

General
Popuiation

LOW

General
Population

Constant

Frequent and
Staggered

Individualized

Normal

None

None or
suicide
blanket

Full

Full

Regular

Suicide
Smock -

Jump Suit

Jump Suit

Finger

Finger

Regular

Regular

JAIL TRIAGE FOLLOW-UP RISK ASSESSMENT GUIDE

Nams of inmate: $594,
JAIL: Follow up for last Triage ¥ X
Dats: Time: Face o Face Videa

Sulide ot
fi. Conlinups fo exprass suicidal irman or reats

YES NO

WOUERALL
Singla Safe Cell { Qensral Populahon
rrequan:qm indiadoaszed
Nona Fone or sustida T —
blankat
Smock Jutiip Sor
Raguiar

Jurmip Suit
Ragiar

Finger Finger




Juasal pue abeli] |eiul 0} payoelje ‘gom
BIA pappe Si uoljewiojul dn moj|oj |ed1uljD »
9|} s,99)saule ul Ind pue pajurid sy abeuj

pajeaipul sI dn mojjo} uaym jjeis dn mojjo4
|edtul}d ay3 o} pajiewa Ajjesjewoine st A
w0} ay3 sAejdsip Japeay aqopy,, ~
S9SSaippe palnuapl ||e 0} S905 A

Xej} 10 jrewd Aq Ajjesiuonosald
paliajsued; si uoljewaojul abeu]

“APOISTD PIAE] W 00 OU ST DSIAJBINIO 20 “Bsueias pastaadng ‘vonrqoud “apoued U0 PISERA UaYM
QIR UB JBUO] OU §1 Tenpialput ue “woistacsd sy wlind i 30 aspa . 4aglb uaimondde oy (11

POSOTOSID
@ AV UONBRRQIUL YHeey po1as1oad yans yonpm JoJ asedmd Aug JIVUE DI QUM SFETIAIDUL JO
HOHRULIOILE (RTERY poreajoad asn LBw uc SUE [BURIDALI00 ¢ St ID PRIBARD Y SOSH paintied (1)

BOIIMIISUL
(EHONRIQII0D AU JO JPI0 PpOOS pur “AlmIns *Ajapes oyl JO SOUBURJUTBWE e uouenSInwps oyl (1)
U2 TN {BUOIINELION O § e ojue mey (B
“loypone 0 FUIN0S 10 Supog] 3 Y VD] podsury.
sa) suosaed Japo Jo O PUR STRRDE ! preay oL, ((I)
TUORITHSTL [BUONIALIOD SE) I 1ISHO0 10
SOTRLIE J

FUONHUDRES [UHPOISAD IAURDIOMA MD] DY PUD SUOTIINSWE OUeoad4d0)y {5}
SUOHIY JUIHGLIAAOT PazyD10ads JOf SAIRSOIISID PHs SIsN paopuss (N)

SNOCIEVNLIS IVICOLSND ANSWIDUQANT AAVT HIHLIO
ANV SNOILNLILSNI TYNOILDFANO0 N4 SFHUNSCIOSIC ANV SISN (GAVANYLS (SI01Z15'791 §

anssi ue 10U — yvdl
uonewoju) Bul J@ug




- CMHC will be called when consultation is
indicated for acute symptoms
Definition of consultation defined
‘Evaluation
- Crisis Counseling

- Assess need for hospitalization, medication,
diversion

Response times are tied to level of risk
~ Critical - 3 hours
High — 12 hours
- Moderate — Next business day or as needed

R R 2inad TR

Reduced Rate of suicide in KY Jails by 84%
since 2004

Statewide network and data information

Centralized training and information for 83 jails &
MH offices

Cross training of Jail and MH staff
Reduces the gap between service providers

Expedited networking — information flows from
jail to MH agency to court to hospitals

Increased accountability = reduced risk
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